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DALLAS HAWKS YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

Parent / Guardian & Player Code of Conduct

Participation on a Dallas Hawks Hockey Association (DHHA) team is a privilege, not a right, which should elicit great pride in both the player and his/her family.  It is also a responsibility which requires an extra commitment from those who wear our Hawks team and spirit wear representing their teammates, coaches, and the DHHA. Our standards of behavior are exceedingly high and a willingness to live up to them is a condition for being a member of one of our teams and of the DHHA.

Consistent with these standards, and as a continuing condition of participation, participants are required to sign this statement of personal commitment.  The player’s signature, along with that of his/her parent/guardian, indicates that both recognize and understand this responsibility and that the player agrees to adhere to the basic concepts of good citizenship, fair play, and those positive examples with which every DHHA participant should be identified.
As a parent/guardian of a child involved in a DHHA program, my child, my spouse and I agree to abide by the DHHA Policies and Procedures and the following rules and guidelines and to ensure that friends/relatives who accompany us to the rink will also follow these guidelines.

1. We will NEVER do anything which might bring embarrassment or an unfavorable view to ourselves, our teammates, coaches, family or the DHHA.  We understand that the DHHA encourages and requires good sportsmanship, fair play and respect from all its participants, and that the DHHA will enforce this policy to the fullest.
2. We will respect the property and equipment used at any sports facility, both home and away.  Stealing of any kind, including athletic clothing or equipment belonging to a teammate, an opponent or other player, will not be tolerated.  Theft, vandalism or property destruction are serious offenses which may result in immediate suspension or debarment from the DHHA.

3. We will not permit, nor will athletes stage, any type of “initiation ceremony” or hazing for players making a DHHA team for the first time or at any time or any level.  This prohibition includes any player giving other players haircuts, locker/shower pranks, etc.

4. We will encourage good sportsmanship through our actions, by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches and officials at every game or practice.  We will welcome visiting teams, and we will treat them as we would like to be treated.  Parents are expressly prohibited from verbally or physically abusing players, officials or coaches during or after a game or practice and agree to work toward removing the physical and verbal abuse in youth sports.  Players are prohibited from arguing with an official’s decision and should otherwise avoid any criticism of officials.

5. We will refrain from acts of poor sportsmanship.  DHHA players, whether participants or spectators, will observe courteous behavior during all sporting events.  Booing, whistling, name calling, degrading personal comments, obscene gestures, profanity, racial slurs, fighting or any other act which reflects unfavorably upon the team, coaches, players, opponents or the DHHA will not be tolerated.  Banging of sticks at anytime, or excessive celebration after scoring a goal will not be tolerated.
6. We will know and study the rules of hockey, play fair and support the officials on and off the ice.  Parents shall encourage their children to play by USA Hockey Rules and shall review and reinforce with his/her child USA Hockey Rule 601 (Abuse of Officials and Other Misconduct), Rule 603 (Attempt to Injure/Deliberate Injury of Opponents), Rule 607 (Checking from Behind), Rule 613 (Fighting), Rule 615 (Gross Misconduct) and Rule 625 (Leaving the Players Bench or Penalty Bench).  Players who incur a penalty under one of these Rules may be suspended or otherwise disciplined.  Any deliberate attempt to injure another player will result in immediate expulsion from a game or practice and other appropriate discipline.
7. We will be a TEAM PLAYER, get along with teammates on and off the ice to include the locker room, and appreciate the contribution each person makes to the team.

8. We recognize the importance of youth amateur sports coaches and their importance to the development of the individual player, the team and the DHHA and will work to provide a positive experience for all.  We will communicate with coaches in an appropriate time and manner and support them on and off the ice.  We will abide by a 24 hour rule for discussing a complaint with a coach after a game or scrimmage.   All coaches shall be treated with dignity and respect in language, attitude, behavior and mannerisms.  Disrespect to coaches or undermining their authority will not be tolerated.  Parents shall not encourage their child to play the game in a manner inconsistent with team strategies or plans.  Parents, relatives or friends are not allowed behind, or near the player’s bench during games or practices. 
9. We will promote the emotional and physical well being of the players ahead of any personal desire to win.  Parents should applaud a good effort in victory and in defeat and enforce the positive points of the game.  We will remember the game is for the players and not for the parents.
10. We will demand our children treat other players, coaches, officials and spectators with respect regardless of race, creed, color, religion, sex or ability.

11. We understand that we are responsible for our own equipment and will ensure it is safe, and in good condition.  Players are not allowed on the ice without all equipment required by DHHA.  No exceptions will be made.  We will also inform the coach of any physical disability or ailment that may affect the safety of my child or the safety of others.

12. We will attend and be on time for practices and games and be both mentally and physically prepared at the start of each practice and game.  We will follow the rules regarding how early to be at the rink, what time to be dressed, and other routines established by the coach for all games and practices.  Parents are not allowed in the locker rooms or on or near the players bench without permission from the coach.
13. We will inform the coach, in advance and within a reasonable amount of time, of any absence from a game or practice a player might incur due to sickness, planned vacation, or any other reason.  Unexcused lateness or absences may result in automatic benching, suspension or other appropriate discipline.

14. We will not be critical of the DHHA hockey program, its coaches or other players in front of players (including your child).  If we have a problem or complaint, we agree to communicate our concerns to the Team Manager first (not directly to the coaching staff) who will then discuss the issues with the coach.  If necessary, the Team Manager will arrange a meeting between the parents and the coaches.

15. Players are representing their hockey association, and not only their team.  We will avoid conflicts of interest with our commitment to the DHHA hockey program.  Players shall not participate in any other travel hockey association or associate with another competitive team (excluding high school teams) during the regular Dallas Hawks season.

We also agree that if we fail to abide by this Code of Conduct or the policies of the DHHA, we may be subject to disciplinary action, which may include, but is not limited to, the following:

■
Verbal/Written Warning

■
Parental game(s)/practice(s) suspension

■
Parental season suspension

■
Parental debarment

■
Player benching

■
Player game(s)/practice(s) suspension

■
Player season suspension

■
Player debarment/dismissal

These actions may not be necessarily taken in an escalated or progressive manner.  The DHHA reserves the right to select and impose any discipline dependant on the circumstances as determined in its sole discretion.  Any player receiving a season suspension or debarment will be dismissed from the DHHA program without refund.

The athlete and/or parent/guardian have the right to appeal discipline or other penalties to the President of DHHA.  Appeals must be made in writing within three (3) days of assignment of discipline for a Code of Conduct violation.  Within three (3) business days after receipt of the written appeal by the President of the DHHA, he/she will respond to the appeal.

Your signature indicates you have read, understand and agree to the Dallas Hawks Hockey Association’s Code of Conduct.

Signature of Parent/Guardian







Date

(Please print name)

Signature of Player








Date

(Please print name)
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